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New HPTA President clarifies goals
The HPTA is the voice of the humic
substances industry because of the
involvement from our members. A big
thank you is due to all of the members
who are working hard on our board
and committees. We have made big
inroads into our regulatory goals in
the past year. Accomplishments in the
method development, AAPFCO definitions, and animal feed definition will
further the progress HPTA hopes
to make.
Our efforts into these technical areas
have laid the foundation for better marketing opportunities for our members.
Going forward HTPA will continue
to support the technical goals, and
begin to transition efforts in promoting
humic substances. Our goal in 2014
is to promote our membership more,
add marketing value to members, and
increase awareness.
The membership directory on the
HPTA website has become a resource
for those seeking reputable companies
to buy product from. HPTA is now

actively promoting the membership
directory at tradeshows with hopes to
introduce new clients to our members
and their products.

In addition to promoting our association members, HPTA plans to expand
the product claims companies can
make on their products.

— Contributed by Russell Taylor

This process will involve review of
published research and submission of
general claims with supporting documents to AAPFCO. Our goal is to get
approved language on the product
label that better communicates the possible benefit from using the product.
Last, we hope to dispel old rhetoric
like “snake oil” and “foo foo juice”
which have been used to describe
some humic substances. These products can have a significant impact in
agriculture and their benefits should
not be so easily dismissed. Our association hopes to educate those who have
not yet used humic substances. Our
hope is to bring a positive image to
consumers who are just learning about
their uses and benefits.
While our association is young, we
are preparing and planning for bigger
things to come. The humic substance
industry is forecasted to double in the
next five years in agriculture. We are
preparing now to make sure our membership’s voice is heard.

Lyndon Smith joins HPTA board of officers
Mr. Lyndon W. Smith has been appointed by President Russell Taylor
to the HPTA board of officers as a Member at Large, replacing Bruce
Reid, who resigned. He is currently President, CEO and part owner of
Bio Huma Netics, Inc. (BHN). Smith assumed his BHN position in 1995.
During his tenure, he has redefined the company vision and strategies for
a profitable multimillion dollar, global business.
The company manufactures a complete line of agricultural nutrition
products as well as a few organically registered, all natural bio-pesticides.
In addition, the company produces a line of environmental products for
bio-remediation projects emphasizing waste water treatment and natural
waterways clean up.
We welcome Lyndon and look forward to working with him in moving
the HPTA forward in our mission.
Lyndon W. Smith

Note: Contact information for all board members and a complete HPTA
membership directory is available online at www.humictrade.org.

AAPFCO update:

HPTA Method, two terms approved

HPTA has been cooperating with the
Association of American Plant Food
Control Officials (AAPFCO) since 2010
for official approval of new terms, new
definitions, and a standardized analysis
to support those terms.
On August 7, 2012, the AAPFCO
Terms and Definitions Committee
approved the term T-64 Humic Acids
and the term T-65 Humates. The terms

HPTA Method update:
— Contributed by Lawrence Mayhew

were officially approved at the August
2013 meeting.
As you may be aware, HPTA has
been deeply engaged for the last two
years in the development of a standardized analysis for humic and fulvic acids
for commercial humic products.
In addition to standardizing a generally accepted analytical method for our
industry, HPTA petitioned AAPFCO for
recognition of the official term Fulvic
Acids. However, AAPFCO conditioned
its approval of the term upon the
development of an AAPFCO approved
analytical method for fulvic acids.
After the HPTA completed the develop work on the standardized analytical
method in early 2012, the AAPFCO
Laboratory Services Committee decided to require a rigorous validation
study of the method before approval of
the method.
For the next year, HPTA conducted
a Single Laboratory Validation study,
establishing the method’s accuracy,
precision, repeatability, recovery,

ruggedness, selectivity, and more. The
selectivity studies demonstrated how
well the HPTA Method distinguishes
humic materials from non-humic materials. The following materials were selected based on their purported use in
commerce as fake materials and adulterants: coal, molasses, kelp blended
with a liquid fertilizer, and lignosulfonates. On July 11 of this year, the AAPPFCO Laboratory Services Committee
approved the HPTA Method. The next
step is official approval by the AAPFCO
board of directors.
Now that the AAPFCO Laboratory
Services committee has approved the
method, HPTA will be petitioning AAPFCO for official approval of the terms
Fulvic Acids and Humic Substances at
the next AAPFCO meeting in February
of 2014.

Humates in animal feed:

HPTA ready to apply for AAFCO humic definitions
After years of hard work HPTA is
now ready to submit a formal request
to AAFCO for a feed additive definition for humic substances. This is an
exciting accomplishment that contains
significant contribution from HPTA
members. Completing the definition
request is only the beginning of the
AAFCO approval process which can
take several years before a definition
can be approved in AAFCO’s official
publication.
The information compiled for the
AAFCO request contains many parts
that HPTA members can reuse for
their own self-GRAS determination. A
document is in the member area of the
website that offers guidance on how to
reuse the AAFCO request for a GRAS
determination. Please review the document and remember that significant
modifications are needed to make a
GRAS determination specific to your
product. Your self-GRAS determination
is different from an AAFCO definition
and must be kept on file and available

Humic acid analysis perfected
Up until now, all of the development
on the HPTA Method had been done
in the context of research. The next
steps are publication of the method,
developing quality control materials,
performing quality control studies,
and adapting the method so it can be
performed by a commercial lab more
efficiently.
A manuscript of the HPTA Method
validation study will be submitted to
the Journal of the AOAC International,
a renowned peer-reviewed scientific
journal. AOAC International provides
a forum for industry and government regulators who seek appropriate
science-based analytical methods. As
both AAPFCO (fertilizer regulators)
and AAFCO (feed regulators) recognize
AOAC methods, we anxiously await
the review and hopefully acceptance
for publication of the HPTA Method.
HPTA recently engaged the services
of Laboratory Quality Services International in South Holland, Illinois to
homogenize, bottle, seal, and label

— Contributed by Lawrence Mayhew

the first ever quality control materials
for the analysis of humic and fulvic acids. Currently there are approximately
two hundred bottles containing 20
grams of the quality control materials
in inventory.
The goal is to establish certified reference materials for analytical purposes,
so numerous sets of analytical data
need to be generated. For starters,

HPTA has hired Dr. Hugh Rodrigues
of Thornton Labs in Tampa, Florida to
perform the quality control work that
will consist of 24 repetitions of chemical analyses on the quality control
materials to establish the probable percentage of HA and FA content. Much
more data will be needed to establish
statistically relevant information.
Prior to running the 24 repetitions,
Dr. Rodrigues will be exploring ways
to reduce the time involved in running the FA analysis, thus lowering the
cost of the service. So far, the humic
acids (HA) analysis is fully developed
and ready for commercial use, so Dr.
Rodrigues is focusing his attention on
streamlining the fulvic acids analysis to
reduce the time involved.
One of our HPTA member companies is currently running the HPTA
Method for their own purposes. At
this time, Thornton Laboratories is the
only lab that is qualified to perform the
HPTA Method of analysis for HA on a
fee for service basis.

HPTA to attend ARA conference:
— Contributed by Russell Taylor

for any regulatory body that requests
the document for review.
While AAFCO reviews the request
for a feed additive definition, HPTA
will also reach out to certain states that
have their own review and approval
process. This review can occur faster
in certain states and could allow sale

of humic substances labeled for animal
feed in that specific state only.
We are optimistic that the request
will go through the process smoothly.
Members can attend any of the AAFCO
meetings during the review process;
agendas and meeting locations are
available online at www.aafco.org.

Expo offers important ag industry networking opportunity
On December 3-5, board members
will be promoting HPTA at the 2013
Agricultural Retailers Association (ARA)
Conference and Expo in Miami Florida.
These members are donating their time
and travel expense to promote the
value of HPTA and Humic Products.
This marks the second year in a row
the HPTA will connect with the leaders
in agriculture at the ARA conference.
This conference is the largest annual
gathering of the nation’s leading agricultural retailers and distributors.
The ARA Conference and Expo
provides attendees a place to meet,
network, and learn practical ideas and
management solutions to improve their
businesses. Topics at this year’s conference include important information
on the agricultural industry’s current
state and future trends, leadership and
employee development, and technology innovations.
The ARA conference is the industry’s
ultimate venue to recruit new members
and showcase the achievements made

in the humic industry. By attending this
conference, HPTA is promoting awareness of humic products in agriculture.
As key industry leaders are exposed
to the science of Humic Substances,
adoption rates humic products will
continue to increase. As ag retailers
look for the next advancement to increase their growers yields, quality and
bottom line, they can be assured members of HPTA have proven solutions.
About ARA
The Agricultural Retailers Association
is a 501(c)(6) non-profit trade association which represents the interests of
agricultural retailers and distributors
across the United States on legislative
and regulatory issues. As the political
voice of agricultural retailers and distributors, ARA represents its membership by educating members of Congress and agency officials on important
issues affecting the industry.
ARA members range in size from
family-held businesses to large com-

— Contributed by Craig Dick

panies with many outlet stores. Retail
facilities are scattered throughout all
50 states and provide important jobs in
rural and suburban communities.
ARA is a dedicated business partner
with its membership by offering programs and services designed to keep
retailers on top of critical issues that
impact their profitability. The landscape of crop input practices, technology developments and government
regulations are constantly changing.
Staying informed means staying ahead,
and nothing helps the retail distribution
industry more than ARA.
For more information on joining ARA
or attending the conference visit
www.aradc.org.
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Familiar faces and one new
member make up the 2014 HPTA
board of officers.
Russell Taylor will take on
presidential duties this year, and
former president Steve Azzarello
will occupy the vice president’s
chair. Cherie Harms continues
as secretary/treasurer. Craig Dick
and Dan Olk remain seated as
members at large, and HPTA is
proud to welcome Lyndon Smith
as its third at large board member.
As always, the officers invite
all comments and feedback from
HPTA membership regarding how
to better accomplish our goals
toward the further promotion and
public education of the humic
products industry.
Please feel free to let us know
your thoughts and ideas. Contact
information for all of the officers
may be found on our website at
www.humictrade.org.

