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Official terms/definitions approved
The efforts put forth by the HPTA in cooperation with Association of
American Plant Food Control Officials (AAPFCO), starting in November of
2010, culminated on August 7, 2012 with the AAPFCO Terms and Definitions Committee officially approving the terms Humic Acids and Humates.
Out of the thirteen terms submitted to the committee, the terms submitted
by HPTA were the only items approved. The new official terms are;
T-64 Humic Acids – are the portions of the alkali extracted humic substances that are insoluble in
strongly acidic solution. They will precipitate from the alkali extract in acid solutions of pH 2 or less.
They can be used as either soil amendments, foliar application, or blended with liquid fertilizers.
T-65 Humates – are the salts of humic acids.
As almost all 48 states, Puerto Rico and Canada are members of AAPFCO, and as member states
refer to the terms and definitions in the AAPFCO Official Publication for guidance in consistent fertilizer labeling, the humic industry is now in a position of strength when using the terms humic acids and
humates on fertilizer labels.

HPTA Upcoming Events
ASA, CCSA, SSSA Annual Meeting
Booth #433, October 21–24
Duke Energy Center & Hyatt Regency
Hotel
Cincinnati OH
www.acsmeetings.org
HPTA General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, October 24, 8:00AM–12N
Buckeye AB, Hyatt Regency Hotel
Cincinnati OH
RSVP: info@humictrade.org
ARA Conference & Expo
Booth# 405, November 27–29
Manchester Grand Hyatt, San Diego CA

Membership drive continues
HPTA is growing through continuing efforts to reach out to humic product professionals. Pictured above is a postcard developed to
contact potential members in the fertilizer industry who may have missed our booth at the Southwest Fertilizer Conference. Our presence at industry conferences, meetings and expos such as those listed above, is helping to increase HPTA membership.

Animal feed efforts progressing with AAFCO
Contributed by Russell Taylor—
The inclusion of humic substances as an animal feed ingredient is progressing at a steady pace. The
components for the safety determination are being compiled and will be presented to American Association of Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) and the state of Texas for review.
An HPTA representative attended the AAFCO meeting recently in Indianapolis to continue with our
efforts in regulatory approval. During the AAFCO meeting the Ingredient Definitions Committee moved
a definition for Reed-Sedge Peat from tentative to official. While this decision does not affect most HPTA
members, this news is encouraging because it paves the pathway for other humic substances like humic
shale and Leonardite.
Having the necessary items, such as a validated HPTA method for testing humic substances, will contribute to a complete safety determination report. HPTA can now conduct an FDA supervised homogeneity-mixability study for humic substances in animal feed.

Reaching out to the IHSS
The International Humic Substances Society (IHSS) was founded in Denver CO on September 11,
1981 to bring together scientists in the coal, soil and water sciences with interests in humic substances.
IHSS has a membership of nearly 900 scientists worldwide. The Society is recognized as a global leader
in fostering scientific education and research, and promoting public understanding of humic substances.
As retailers of humic products, the HPTA is striving to connect with other professionals, both industrial
and academic, to advance public education and expand the marketability of our products throughout
the world. Our close association with the IHSS would make great strides toward that endeavor.
Earlier this year, HPTA President Steve Azzarello contacted IHSS President Dr. Teddy Miano at the
University of Bari in Italy to initiate just such an alliance. Below is the text of that letter, published here
to keep the HPTA membership abreast of these efforts.
As always, we welcome your comments, and look forward to a fruitful relationship with the IHSS.
Dr. Teddy Miano
Università di Bari
Dipartimento di Biologia e Chimica
Agro-Forestale e Ambientale
Via G. Amendola, 165/A
70126 Bari, Italy
Dear Dr. Miano,
It was good to see you in Boston. I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to you on behalf of the Humic Products
Trade Association (HTPA), an industry group that seeks to promote the commercial interests of humic product manufacturers and distributors on a global basis. We see ourselves as natural allies of the International Humic Substances Society
(IHSS), so it is in the spirit of cooperation that I introduce our plan and objectives. As you lead the IHSS into the future,
we value a dialogue and alignment with the IHSS and ask for your support on matters of importance, which we believe
strengthens both groups. I encourage you to visit HPTA’s website at http://www.humictrade.org/ to learn more about our
mission, vision, and members.
The HPTA was founded in 2010 as a non-profit corporation. The HPTA’s mission is to advance the commercial uses of
humic and fulvic products through scientific cooperation while addressing regulatory issues. Toward this purpose we are
employing the following tactics:
a) Encourage education and training on all levels of our membership in the areas of science, technology,
marketing, and regulatory issues;
b) Cooperate on common commercial and regulatory issues to advance the humic products industry and
expand acceptance of quality humic products that conform to established standards;
c) Provide guidelines and assistance in registration of humic products with state and federal agencies;
d ) Encourage the advancement of technology for producing humic products by standardizing analytical
methods and reference materials;
e) Provide networking opportunities for individuals and companies engaged in the humic products industry;
One of our immediate goals is to develop a standardized procedure for quantifying the humic and fulvic acid contents
of commercial products. We have raised funds to support Dr. Richard Lamar of EarthFax Development to develop and
validate a procedure that was originally spearheaded by an IHSS working group in 2008. IHSS leadership is consulted
regularly in this endeavor. We have begun dialogue with two U.S. government regulatory groups to gain approval of our
products, definitions, and analytical methods to facilitate HPTA’s commercial interests in crop production and animal feed.
We ask for your technical support in developing this analytical method and upholding it as a “gold standard” for commercial purposes. We ask IHSS to encourage scientists and industry to consider this method as a basis for their own standard
procedures.
We differ from the IHSS in that we are primarily an industry group, yet we believe there are important synergies between
us which can aid both groups’ missions. Some possible areas of synergy which come to mind are:
a) Introducing more scientific thought into the design and interpretation of field and laboratory studies
on humic products;
b) Sharing results (the standardized procedure, field evaluations of humic products) with the IHSS;
c) Promoting interaction between the HPTA and the humic industries of other nations, possibly through
attendance at IHSS conferences. Attendance at IHSS conferences and participation in activities could be
organized by the new IHSS Scientific Group on Commercial and Industrial Applications as an example;
d) Promoting collaboration between the humic product industry and humic researchers. This could occur
as symposia on humic products at IHSS conferences, industry-funded research on humic products, and
informal discussions;
We would like to have an open dialogue with the leadership of IHSS and we welcome your thoughts on issues raised in
this letter. HPTA would like to participate in the strategic planning at IHSS as it relates to strengthening your mission as
well as pragmatic activities to bring industry into active participation within IHSS. If it serves IHSS’s interests, we would
be happy to participate in one of IHSS’s Board Meetings, perhaps by telecom, to start this dialogue. Thank you for your
kind attention.
Cordially,
Steve Azzarello
President, HPTA

Welcome new members
Canadian Humalite International, Inc., located in Edmonton AB, Canada, was founded by a group
of individuals with a combined 35 years of experience in humic substances. CHI is a manufacturer of
specialty products derived from the highest quality humate available in Canada. For more information
visit www.cdnhumaliteintl.com.
The Catalyst Product Group (TCPG), based in Gilbert, AZ, is a manufacturer of Humic and Fulvic
Acid extracts, mined mineral extractions, organic fertilizers, cotton harvest aids, organic fungicides
and all-natural nematicides. TCPG has developed and successfully marketed the use of organic materials used to enhance the production of farmers, landscapers, home owners and golf courses. Their
HPTA contact is company owner P. Mark Turner, humateman@earthlink.net, 480-814-8318. More
information is available online at www.catalystproductgroup.com.

HPTA Membership
Affiliated Minerals I, Ltd.
Sommerville TX
AgriEnergy Resources
Princeton IL
AMCOL Int’l/Am. Colloid Co.
Hoffman Estates IL
Arctech, Inc.
Chantilly VA
Bio-Vet, Inc.
Blue Mounds WI
Black Earth Humic LP
Calgary AB
Calcium Products, Inc.
Gilmore City IA

Canadian Humalite Int’l
Edmonton AB
Catalyst Product Group
Gilbert AZ
Earthgreen Products, Inc.
Dallas TX
Eco Agri-Minerals
Spring Green WI
Faust Bio-Ag Services Inc.
Independence OR
Global Organics, LLC
Goodyear AZ
GTX Technologies, Inc.
Amarillo TX

Have questions or comments?

Horizon Ag Products
Modesto CA
Humintech GmbH
Dusseldorf Germany
Leonardite Products
Williston ND
LignoTech USA, Inc.
Rothschild WI
Live Earth Products, Inc.
Emery UT
Mesa Verde Resources
Placitas NM
Midwestern Bio-Ag
Blue Mounds WI

Morningstar Minerals Corp
Farmington NM
SureCrop
Seneca KS
Dr. Dan Olk USDA-ARS
Ames IA
Dr. Paul Bloom (Honorary)
St. Paul MN
Dr. Mark Nanny (Individual)
Norman OK		
Daniel S. Mills (Individual)
Fairfield FL
Dr. Lawrence Joffre (Individual)
Bethel CT

Contact us: info@humictrade.org

